St Bonaventure Our Lady Queen of Apostles Holy Family
81 Parkway ALS8 6JF 141 Woodhall Lane AL7 3TP 194 Knightsfield AL8 7RQ
01707 323234 01707 327434

WELWYN GARDEN CITY PARISH

6" SUNDAY 16™ February + 7" SUNDAY 23" February

Parish Priest Canon Norbert Fernandes 01707 323234 norbertfernandes@rcdow.org.uk
Assistant Priest Fr. Marco Salvagnini 01707 327434 marcosalvagnini@rcdow.org.uk
Parish Administrator Mrs Jacqui Boon (Tuesday - Friday 9am until 12 noon)

Parish Email: wgc@rcdow.org.uk Website wgc-catholics.org.uk

TRINITY HALL Bookings + enquiries can be made through www.wgc-catholics.org.uk which has
terms and conditions of hire, as well as a live diary. General enquiries please call 01707 537464

St. Luke tells us that Jesus comes down with the Twelve and stands on a level place, with a great
crowd of his disciples and a multitude of people. Try and picture the scene. Is Jesus able to see
everyone gathered? Do they have to make space to allow him through? What does the Lord look
like? He has just spent a night in prayer and has chosen the Twelve. How do the Twelve feel in their
role immersed in the huge throng? It is so easy to take for granted what is being presented!

The next turn of phrase which we have in the new translation is that he lifts up his eyes on his
disciples. If you were there what would the experience be like? The eyes of the Son of God upon
you! What is going on in your life? Is your heart weighed down by burdens? Are you elated at good
things? Are you just wondering about the direction you or the world are going in? Those divine eyes
fall on you and speak to your situation. There are blessings and there are woes! There is the present
and there is the future.

On 23rd February, Jesus continues and speaks about love which is unconditional, merciful,
generous and all-embracing. This is God’s Love which Jesus Christ lives out totally and in its
fullness. The challenge he puts to those around him - the Twelve, the disciples and the multitude - is
to mirror the love they encounter in him. This is hard! However, the Lord has a confidence in us and
empowers us with the Spirit which drives him forward in carrying out his mission. May God bless
you and your loved ones.

With love and prayers, Fr. Norbert



HAPPY HALF-TERM HOLIDAY to all involved in Education!

RACIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY Pilgrims of Hope: Our Journey Together Towards Racial Justice”
This theme invites Catholics across England and Wales to reflect on the collective journey towards
racial justice in our schools, parishes and wider society. Bishop Paul McAleenan said: “2025 is a
very special year. It marks both a Year of Jubilee and the 30th anniversary of Racial Justice Sunday.
We reflect on the journey towards racial justice — past, present and future — by asking: ‘How far
have we come, where are we now and what remains to be achieved?’ Just as pilgrims must prepare
for their journey and be properly equipped, we, too, need all that is necessary to propel us towards
racial justice — the mind of Christ, examination of our progress and of the challenges that remain, a
willingness to learn from one another together; and prayers for and on the journey.

ASH WEDNESDAY this year will be on 5th March, marking the beginning of Lent.

BAPTISMS Please contact Fr. Norbert or Fr. Marco to arrange the Baptism of your child.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PREPARATION The next session for parents and children will be
on Sunday 2nd March at 3.30pm in Our Lady’s Church.

RCIA Next session in Our Lady’s Sacristy at 7.30pm on Monday 24th February. The Group will be
presented at 12 noon Mass on 2nd March.

CONFIRMATION Group B meets Sunday 23rd February at 7.15pm in Holy Family’s Parish
Room and Group A will meet on Sunday 2nd March at 7.15pm.

MARRIAGE PREPARATION DAY on Saturday (22nd) in the Trinity Hall 10.30am until 5pm
with Blessing of Engaged Couples at 6pm Mass. Bring food to share!

FOOD BANK New Zion Christian Fellowship continues its Food Bank every Wednesday 9 -
11am. Items received from 8am on a Wednesday at 140 Cole Green Lane AL7 3JE. Email
foodbank@newzioncf.net if you wish to donate money. Please use the Food Bank Baskets at the
back of our churches if you wish to give items: tins, pasta, rice & toiletries.

TRANSPORT TO MASS GROUP is there for parishioners who need a lift to Mass. Drivers are
needed. Health & Safety training and Safeguarding requirements will be arranged. Call Anne
Maclean-Eltham on 07811926002 or macleaneltham@gmail.com

LISTER HOSPITAL Non-urgent referrals to Chaplaincy Team 01438 285519, Urgent referrals
01438 314333 (and ask for duty chaplain), emailspiritualcare.enh-tr@nhs.net

PHYLLIS McKEOGH RIP Phyllis’ Funeral Mass will be at Holy Family on Thursday 6th March
at 12 noon. No 9.30am Mass that day.

LATELY DEAD Please pray for Josie Treacy and John Murphy who died on Friday 14th February.
Funerals to be arranged.

HCPT GROUP 183 has a Quiz Night on Friday 28th February at 7.30pm. Teams of up to 8 people
£5 per person in the Trinity Hall. Please bring your own drinks. All money raised will help take
children with disability on a pilgrimage holiday to Lourdes. Cash and cards accepted. To book your
table, please call Barbara on 07789743703

CAFOD CAKE SALE today (Sunday 16th) after 10.30am Mass at Holy Family.
MEDJUGORUJE Fr. Norbert will lead a group to this Shrine of Our Lady in Croatia Tues. 21st -
Tues. 28th October 2025. All Saints Travel is organising everything and brochures are at the back of
our churches. Online link: https://www.allsaintstravel.co.uk/MJ1035/

FOCOLARE OPEN AFTERNOON today (Sunday 16th) 3 - 5pm in the Centre for Unity, 69
Parkway AL8 6JG. (Parking The Cloisters AL8 6DU)

ANNUAL MASS OF THANKSGIVING FOR MATRIMONY Westminster Cathedral on
Saturday 17th May 2025 at 2.30pm for couples celebrating in 2025 their 5th, 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th,
50th, and 60th (and any year over 60) Wedding Anniversary of Catholic Marriage. Please give Fr.
Norbert these details: husband and wife’s names, wedding date, number of years married, postal
address, email (or phone number, if no email).

SOUTH ASIAN CARNIVAL MASS Saturday 1st March 6pm at Our Lady’s followed by a party
in the Trinity Hall - the last weekend before Lent begins! Contact is Sharon Macauley on 07985
648169. A sharing of culture, language and food FOR EVERYONE!



WALKING WITH MARY Next sessions on Thursday 20th February and Friday 28th February
7pm at Holy Family. Through Lectio Divina Fr. Marco will reflect on Mary.

LENTEN LUNCHES hosted by the Catholic Women’s League every Saturday from 8th March
until 12th April 12.30 until 1.30pm. £5 per person with soup, roll, cake and a hot drink in the Trinity
Hall. Enjoy a simple lunch in good company!

ST. PATRICK’S DAY on Mon. 17th March. 9.30am Mass at Our Lady’s followed by refreshments
in the Sacristy. If anyone would like to help, please let Fr. Norbert know.

SIMON CRAGG Minister at Christchurch Baptists is moving with his family to a new post in
Cambridge. During his 10 years in WGC he has worked with us in so many ways and has
contributed to the vibrancy of the Churches Group. We wish him well!

WELWYN HATFIELD INTERFAITH GROUP Wed. 26th February 2.30 - 4.30pm at Focolare
Centre on Ba’hai Faith - its beliefs and customs and how it is practised.

MASS FOR BEREAVED PARENTS at Westminster Cathedral on Saturday 4th April at 2pm. A
chance for family and friends to be together, remember and pray for comfort

MASS INTENTIONS
15th February Saturday
10am St. Bonaventure Thomas Kelly RIP
6pm Our Lady Ken Shaw RIP

16th Sunday SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

9am St. Bonaventure Ellen and John Bonner RIP

10.30am Holy Family Aileen Leahy RIP

12 noon Our Lady Wanda Labuz RIP

6pm Holy Family Frank Larkin RIP (1st Anniv)

17th Monday

9.30am Our Lady Wilson Family Intentions Bishop Paul celebrant
18th Tuesday

9.30am St. Bonaventure Wendy Ann Roberton RIP

7pm Our Lady Joachim Family Intention

19th Wednesday

9.30am Holy Family Joachim Family Intention

20th Thursday

9.30am Holy Family Joachim Family Intention

21st Friday

9.30am St. Bonaventure Christopher Wilkinson RIP (1st Anniv)
7pm Our Lady Dave Stone

22nd Saturday THE CHAIR OF ST. PETER

10am St. Bonaventure
6pm Our Lady

Rita McKenna’s Intention
Engaged Couples



23rd Sunday SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Tony Wilson RIP

Mary Marron RIP

Patrick Coakley RIP (34th Anniv)
Liz Davin’s Intention

Gerard Connolly RIP (2nd Anniv)
Funeral Mass for Duke Barracliffe

Zinnette Fatima Gurjao (Birthday Int.)
Rita Bradley RIP

Regan Family and recovery of Chloe
Funeral Mass for Anne Dorman

Ken Shaw RIP

Giovanni Pisapia RIP and Ines Pisapia RIP
Bill Torrens RIP

Fr. John McKenna’s Intention
Christina Bonass RIP Birthday

2nd Sunday EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

9am St. Bonaventure
10.30am Holy Family

12 noon Our Lady

6pm Holy Family
24th Monday

9.30am Our Lady
11.30am Our Lady

25th Tuesday

9.30am St. Bonaventure
7pm Our Lady

26th Wednesday

9.30am Holy Family
12.30pm St. Bonaventure
27th Thursday

9.30am Holy Family
28th Friday

9.30am St. Bonaventure
7pm Our Lady

1st March Saturday

10am St. Bonaventure
6pm Our Lady

9am St. Bonaventure
10.30am Holy Family

12 noon Our Lady

6pm Holy  Family

Ron and Barbara Wix RIP

Sheila and Dave Thomas RIP
Rosemarie Stummer RIP (20th Anniv)
Frank Larkin RIP (1st Anniv)

CONFESSIONS (SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION)
Thursday at Holy Family 10.00 - 10.30am with Exposition of Blessed Sacrament

St. Bonaventure Saturday 10.30 - 11am

Our Lady’s 5.00 - 5.30pm

CHAPEL Closed during half-term (17th - 21st) Open 8.30am - 4pm Mon. to Fri.

ST. ALBANS There is a Catholic Mass every Friday in the Lady Chapel in St. Albans Cathedral at
12 noon. Fr. Norbert celebrating this Mass on 21st March.

STREAMED MASS on youtube.com/c/WelwynGardenCityCatholicChurches



